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1 . THE TRANSPER OF TECHNOLOGY AND THE DEVELOPMENT OP LOCAL 
TECHNOLOGIES HAVE BECOME MAJOR INTERESTS OF THE GOVERNMENT 
OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO AS IT PLOTS A COURSE OF INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENT BASED ON ITS OIL REVENUES. THESE REVENUES AND 
THE PRESENCE OF RELATIVELY SOPHISTICATED PETRO-CHEMICAL 
INDUSTRIES IN TRINIDAD PROVIDE AMPLE PINANCIAL RESOURCES 
AND A GOOD BASE ON WHICH TO BUILD, BUT TRINIDAD'S SMALL 

SIZE AND GEOGRAPHIC ISOLATION TEND TO INHIBIT LARGE-SCALE 
RESEARCH PROJECTS. 

2. THE BEST AND MOST PROMISING EXISTING INSTITUTION IN 
TRINIDAD FOR THE KINDS OF PROGRAMS DISCUSSED IN THE 
REPERENCE IS THE CARIBBEAN INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE 
(CARIRI) LOCATED ON THE CAMPUS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF THE 
WEST INDIES AT ST. AUGUSTINE. CARIRI IS A SMALL INSTITUTE 
FOUNDED IN 1970 AND PINANCED CHIEFLY BY THE GOTT WITH OTHER 
SUPPORT PROM THE UNDP AND GRANTS FROM THE OAS, CIDA, AND 
UNIDO. THE PRIMARY EMPHASIS OP CARIRI NOW IS PROVIDING 

A RESEARCH AND TESTING PACILITY POR THE INDUSTRIAL DEVELOP- 
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PROFESSIONALS AND TECHNICIANS AND AN ANNUAL BUDGET ON THE 
ORDER OF US$800,000. CARIRI HAS FOUR FUNCTIONAL DIVISIONS; 
ENGINEERING AND ECOMMICS, FOOD AND CHEMISTRY, MATERIALS 
TESTING, AND TECHNICAL INFORMATION SERVICE. ITS MOST AMBITIOUS 
PROJECT SO FAR HAS BEEN A STUDY ON THE MANUFACTURER OF SINGLE 
CELL PROTEIN FROM PETROLEUM. 

3. ANOTHER POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT CENTER IS THE UNIVERSITY 
OF THE WEST INDIES (UWI) AT ST. AUGUSTINE. UWI HAS NOT SO 
FAR HOWEVER, DEVELOPED MUCH OF A CAPABILITY FOR RESEARCH 
OUTSIDE AREAS RELATED TO AGRICULTURE. THE OVERALL SCIENTIFIC 
POLICY OF TRINIDAD IS COORDINATED BY A NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR 
TECHNOLOGY IN DEVELOPMENT. THE COUNCIL WAS ESTABLISHED 
EARLY THIS YEAR, HOWEVER, AND HAS NOT YET HAD AN APPRECIABLE 
EFFECT ON THE COUNTRY'S SCIENTIFIC POLICY. 

4. SINCE THE EXISTING AND FUTURE INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 

OF TRINIDAD HAS BEEN CLOSELY INVOLVED WITH PRIVATE AMERICAN 
AND OTHER FOREIGN CORPORATIONS, ANY PROGRAM FOR TRINIDAD 
SHOULD BE COORDINATED WITH THE PROGRAMS OF THESE CORPORA- 
TIONS, PARTICULARLY IN THE AREA OF PETROCHEMICALS, IN 
ORDER TO HAVE THE MAXIMUM EFFECT. OTHER U.S. FIRMS HAVE 
BEEN INVOLVED IN PROVIDING MANAGEMENT AND CONSULTING 
SERVICES IN MAY AREAS IN TRINIDAD BUT HAVE NOT ESTABLISHED 
THEMSELVES HERE ON A PERMANENT BASIS. 

5. THE CREATION OF A REGIONAL TECHNOLOGY CENTER TO FUND 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH INSTITUTES WOULD PROVIDE A 
DESIRABLE NEUTRALIZING FILTER WHICH WOULD MAKE ACCEPTANCE 
OF FUNDS AND SCIENTIFIC GUIDANCE MORE POLITICALLY PALATABLE 
TO TRINIDAD. IT COULD ALSO AVOID THE PROBLEM OE DIRECT USG 
OR U.S. CORPORATE CONTROL WHICH HAS CAUSED SOME REAL AND 
PSYCHOLOGICAL PROBLEMS IN THE PAST. A REGIONAL CENTER RUN 
BY THE OAS WHICH DID NOT MAKE SPECIAL PROVISION FOR THE 
SMALLER ENGLISH-SPEAKING COUNTRIES OF THE CARIBBEAN WOULD 
PROBABLY DISSIPATE THE CENTER'S SCIENTIFIC AND POLITICAL 
IMPACT IN TRINIDAD, HOWEVER. 

6. IN SUM, EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT A REGIONAL TECHNOLOGY 
CENTER WHICH TAKES INTO CONSIDERATION THE SPECIAL NEEDS OF 
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TRINIDAD AND THE OTHER ENGLISH-SPEAKING CARIBBEAN STATES 
WOULD BE DESIRABLE. IN ORDER TO BE MOST EFFECTIVE, THE 
CENTER'S PROGRAM SHOULD INCLUDE FINANCING AND ARRANGING 
FOR TRAINING AND EXCHANGEPROGRAMS FOR PERSONNEL INVOLVED 
IN TECHNOLOGICALLY-ADVANCED AREAS. WE STRONGLY RELIEVE 
THAT ANY PROGRAM IN THIS AREA SHOULD NOT EXCLUDE, DE JURE 
OR DE EACTO, RELATIVELY HIGH GNP OIL PRODUCING COUNTRIES 
FROM FULL BENEFITS OF THE CENTER. AS NOTED ABOVE, THE 
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PETROLEUM SECTOR HERE OFFERS GOOD POSSIBILITIES FOR 
TECHNICAL ADVANCES FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE ECONOMY AS A 
WHOLE, AND EXCLUSION OF TRINIDAD ON THE BASIS OE HIGH OIL 
INCOME WOULD BE STRONGLY RESENTED HERE. 
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